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Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Luke 24:45-48)
All: We are witnesses,
to the love God has poured into us.
We are witnesses of God’s love,
sharing it with each person we meet.
We are witnesses to everyone we encounter,
little children like us,
sisters and brothers in God’s family.

MAY 1, 2022

SONG
SCRIPTURE READING

John 21:1-19 (See Insert)

SONG
SERMON

“Do You Love Me?”

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORDS PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
SONG
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG

See Inside, Back Cover of Hymnal

John 21:1-19
21:1 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 21:2 Gathered there together were Simon
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two others of his disciples. 21:3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They
said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night
they caught nothing. 21:4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 21:5 Jesus said to them, "Children, you have
no fish, have you?" They answered him, “No." 21:6 He said to them, "Cast the net to
the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were
not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 21:7 That disciple whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he
put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 21:8 But the other

disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the
land, only about a hundred yards off. 21:9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a
charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
21:10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught."
21:11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn.
21:12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples
dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord.
21:13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the
fish.
21:14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was
raised from the dead. 21:15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes,
Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs.” 21:16 A second
time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep.” 21:17 He said to him
the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to
him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.
21:18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt
and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not
wish to go.” 21:19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify
God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me.”

“Potluck Potpouri”
Friday, May 6
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Potluck dinner with guest speaker Chris Lambert, Purple Heart Chapter 566
Chaplain

Friday, June 3
5:00 - 8:00 PM
Potluck dinner with guest speaker Ricky Lee Phelps,
International recording artist and pastor of Word And Grace Ministries of NW Florida
“The Story Of Joseph”
Please email Kathy Young @ kathyynyc@gmail.com with your food contribution for the
evening.

UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
The United Church of Christ is appealing for support for refugees who have fled
Ukraine to neighboring countries and for elderly and other vulnerable people who are
displaced within Ukraine and unable to leave. As a member of the ACT Alliance, UCC
support is being targeted to people most in need through humanitarian relief partners
with a history of working in the region.
https://www.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal/

Weekly Lectionary Readings

Monday, May 2, 2022: Psalm 121; Ezekiel 1:1-25; Acts 9:19b-31
Tuesday, May 3, 2022: Psalm 121; Ezekiel 1:26-2:1; Acts 26:1-18

Wednesday, May 4, 2022: Psalm 121; Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11
Thursday, May 5, 2022: Psalm 23; Ezekiel 11:1-25; Revelation 5:1-10
Friday, May 6, 2022: Psalm 23; Ezekiel 20:39-44; Revelation 6:1-7:4
Saturday, May 7, 2022: Psalm 23; Ezekiel 28:25-26; Luke 12:29-32

FAMILY CORNER
After Jesus rose from the dead, He came back and appeared to people for several
weeks. Remember who Peter was: he was a close friend of Jesus during His ministry,
and was often outspoken and ready to do anything for his Lord. But he made a
mistake. On the night that Jesus was arrested, He predicted that Peter would deny him
three times. Peter refused to believe such a thing was possible and claimed that he
would never deny Jesus. But guess what? He sure did…he got nervous and pretended
not to even know Jesus! Peter felt awful about it, but the story didn’t end there. Have
you ever made a mistake? What do you do when you mess things up?
Jesus Restores Peter (John 21:1-19)

Peter had gone back to being a fisherman, and he was out in his sailboat with a few
other disciples. They had fished all night and not had a single fish swim into their nets,
and they were tired and hungry.
Scripture: After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias,
and he revealed himself in this way. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together.
Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with
you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. -John
21:1-4
Jesus came by and told them to try putting their nets on the other side of the boat.
When they did, they caught more fish than they could even hold! Peter realized that it
was Jesus who was there on the shore, and he jumped out of the boat and swam as
fast as he could to Him. Once there, Jesus built a campfire and cooked some fish for
breakfast.
Scripture: Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They
answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and
you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because
of the quantity of fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for
he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. The other disciples came in
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a
hundred yards off. When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with
fish laid out on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have
just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish,
153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are

you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them,
and so with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the
disciples after he was raised from the dead. -John 21:4-14
For whatever reason, the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus right away. Once they
understood who was with them, they were thrilled! Not only did Jesus help them catch
a bunch of fish, he cooked them up to eat. But that isn’t the most important part of the
story…after breakfast, Jesus had a conversation with Peter:
Scripture: When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon,
son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you
love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you
used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will
stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want
to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after
saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” -John 21:15-19
What did this mean? Well, for one thing, Peter was getting another chance. He had
denied Christ three times, but now he got to affirm his love three times. It sort of
erased the previous mistakes. In addition, Jesus was giving Peter an important task.
When He asked Peter to “take care of sheep”, He was calling on him to spread the
Gospel to others. Peter became a very influential person in the early church. He was no
longer just a fisherman, but a true fisher of men. God used him in remarkable ways. He
shared his faith and proclaimed Christ, even when it later cost him his life.

God can always turn our stories around. Even if we think that we have fallen too far to
recover, or we sin and don’t think we can ever be forgiven, God wants to use us. He
wants to turn our mess into success, and He will, if we let Him! Bring your mistakes and
your failures to the Lord, and watch what amazing things He can do! God can take our
mistakes and turn them into something new and meaningful. The Bible is full of stories
of people who made mistakes and were allowed another chance (often multiple
chances!). The entire Bible is about this, in a sense, because we know that we sin and
mess things up, but Christ was sent to restore us!

