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PRELUDE
WELCOME
SONG

Lift Up Your Hearts - Fernando Ortega

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Ever-living God, you are like the sea:
Powerful and endless,
yet soothing and constant.
Let us feel your refreshing presence
as we gather near your waters
to wade in the possibilities of life
that you offer us this day.
SCRIPTURE READING

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.
For he says, "At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have
helped you." See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!
We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but
as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the
left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet
are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see--we are alive; as punished,
and yet not killed;
as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing everything. We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to
you. There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours.

In return--I speak as to children--open wide your hearts also.

SERMON

Reconciliation, Grace and Truth

PASTORAL PRAYER - THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
SONG

As for Us - Fernando Ortega

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

FAMILY CORNER
Hello, children of God! Wouldn’t it be amazing if you could just give a signal and change
the weather? Believe it or not, that is exactly what Jesus does in today’s Gospel lesson!
Jesus and His disciples were out on a boat, and a storm picked up. Now, remember that
the disciples were fishermen, so they knew how to handle a boat and ride out waves.
But this was a huge storm, with wind and rain and big waves! They started to get
worried. They were so afraid that they didn’t know what to do and thought they might
drown. Through all of this, do you know where Jesus was? He was asleep! Can you
believe that, just snoozing in the boat! Well, the disciples woke Him up and asked for

help. Jesus got up, and told the waves “Peace! Be still!” All of a sudden, it was
completely calm. It didn’t even have to gradually die down, it was instant stillness on the
water. The disciples were amazed, and asked who this man could possibly be, that
even the wind and waves would obey Him at a simple word. Well, this man was God
Himself, of course, who created the wind and waves. Jesus could certainly command
the weather, but it seemed pretty remarkable to His followers. You know, this is a
fascinating story, and it demonstrates God’s amazing power. But it also reminds us of
some other important things. Do you ever feel worried or scared? Jesus cares! He is in
control, even when it might seem like He’s “asleep” in the boat. When we pray and put
our trust in Jesus, His power can calm our hearts and settle our nervous minds. He
brings us lasting peace and calms the worries that threaten us. If Jesus can control the
weather with just a simple command, we can be confident that He has power over our
fears. We can ask Him for help, hope, and guidance. When things are rough, remember
He is there in the boat with us! Trust in Him for strength. He will calm the storms in our
lives! Let’s say a prayer to thank God for taking care of us, and ask Him to help us trust
in His power for peace in our lives.
Dear God, Thank you for being in control You can calm the weather and waves
And you bring peace to my troubled heart .
Thank you for taking care of me.
Help me trust in you for all things.
Thank you for your love.
I love you, God!
In Jesus name, Amen!
Here is the scripture that goes with today's lesson: On that day, when evening had
come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And leaving the crowd, they
took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. And a
great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was
already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and
said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and
rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there
was a great calm. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And
they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the
wind and the sea obey him? -Mark 4:35-41

